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Objective: Learn how the Old Testament is organized, view summaries of each book, gain an
appreciation for the stories it tells and find key verses that foretell the coming of Christ. The stories are
my favorite!

The overarching theme of the Old Testament is the foreshadowing of the Messiah and his sacrifice by
establishing the law of God and man’s inability to keep that law (Rom 3:20). The law points to the
messiah, who will one day fulfill it and bring salvation and restoration to mankind (Gal 3:24).
Righteousness in the Old Testament was obtained by faith (Rom 4:9b) just as it is in the New Testament,
the difference being that the saints of old were looking forward to the promise of the coming messiah
(Heb 11:13) and we are looking back on that promise fulfilled.

e Key Notes from the Book of Foundations
There are 39 books in the Old Testament

o Ezra was responsible for establishing the Old Testament cannon
o The Septuagint is the translation of the Hebrew writings into Greek
o The criteria used to authenticate the old testament canon were:

= The content of the books must be in harmony with the law

= The books must have been written between Moses and Ezra

= The language of the original books had to be Hebrew

= They had to be written within the geographical boundaries of Israel

e Qverview by Section

o Books of Law - The first five books of the Bible are the Books of Law. The author of these
books is believed to be Moses, except the end of Deuteronomy, which was probably
written by Joshua. They are estimated to have been written between 1450 and 1400
B.C.

= Genesis

=  Exodus

= Leviticus

=  Numbers

= Deuteronomy

o Books of history - The Books of History are those from Joshua to Esther. They cover the
years (arguably) between approximately 1240 B.C. and 1050 B.C. and are a record of
God'’s people and their leaders, trials, triumphs and relationships with God.

= Joshua
= Judges
=  Ruth

= 1 &2 Samuel
= 1&2Kings



= 1 & 2 Chronicles

= Ezra

= Nehemiah

= Ester

o Books of Poetry and Wisdom - The Books of Poetry and Wisdom comprise the next

major section of the Old Testament. Within these books there is some of the most
beautiful poetry ever written. We find also the wisdom of the ages, passed down to us
by Solomon. With Job and Song of Solomon, we see the full spectrum of human emotion
and experience.

= Job
= Psalms
=  Proverbs

=  Ecclesiastes
= The Song of Solomon
o Major Prophets - The Books of the Major Prophets are the revelations of God to His
people. The prophets, major or minor, where people of faith and prayer. Their messages
were often not popular to the people of the times. The books of prophecy have several
major themes, God is Sovereign, our need to reconcile with Him, good and evil, sin and
salvation and the Messiah.
= Jsaiah
= Jeremiah
= lLamentations
= Ezekiel
= Daniel
o Minor Prophets - The Books of the Minor Prophets are not less important than the
Books of the Major Prophets they are only shorter. Their purposes are much the same
as the Major Prophets, sin and repentance, reconciliation and God’s holiness are all
themes of the books.

= Hosea

= Joel

=  Amos

= QObadiah

= Jonah

=  Micah

=  Nahum

= Habakkuk
= Zephaniah
=  Haggai

= Zechariah
=  Malachi

e Individual Book Summaries



Genesis - The first book of the Bible tells about the beginning of the world and the first
people—Adam, Eve, and Noah. Two of the most important people are Abraham and
Sarah. God promised to bless them and all their descendants. Their great-grandson was
Joseph, the young boy who became an important ruler in Egypt.

Exodus - The name Exodus means "leaving."This book tells how God used Moses to help
the Hebrew people (Israel) leave behind their terrible life as slaves in Egypt. God helped
them cross the Red Sea and travel through the desert to Canaan, a land of freedom with
lots of food. God made a serious agreement (covenant) with these people: if they would
obey the laws God gave them, then they would be the special people of God.

Leviticus - Leviticus is a book of laws and instructions that God gave the Hebrew people
(Israel) so they would know how to live right. Many of these laws describe the proper
way to worship God and how the priests are to offer sacrifices.

Numbers - The Hebrew people spent forty years traveling from Egypt to Canaan, the
land God promised to give them as their own. The book of Numbers tells about the
events during their travels and gives instructions about worshiping God and celebrating
special holidays. The name comes from the two lists that "number" the people before
and after this trip.

Deuteronomy - Just before Moses died, he gathered together all the Hebrew people and
told them everything that had happened to them since they left Egypt. He repeated
over and over how God loved them and took care of them all along the way. Moses also
reviewed the laws and instructions God had given them. The name Deuteronomy
("second law") is taken from this review of the laws.

Joshua - The young boy Joshua had been Moses' assistant. After Moses died, Joshua
became the leader and led the Hebrew people across the Jordan River and into the
promised land of Canaan. This book is named after Joshua and describes all the victories
of the people as they settled into their new life in Canaan. The book ends with the
division of the land among the twelve tribes (groups) of Israel.

Judges - Special leaders in Israel were called "judges."This book tells about several
judges and how they helped Israel break free from their enemies. Some of these leaders
were Gideon, Samson, and Deborah.

Ruth - This short book tells about the love a young woman named Ruth had for her
mother-in-law Naomi. Ruth left behind her own country to start a new life in Naomi's
country. Once there, Ruth found a new husband and had a son.

1 Samuel - This book is named after Samuel the prophet and the last judge of Israel. It
tells about the first kings in Israel. Saul was the first king of Israel, but he disobeyed God
and was rejected. God then chose the young shepherd David to take Saul's place as king.
2 Samuel - Originally a part of 1 Samuel, this book describes the rule of King David and
the special agreement (covenant) God made with him. God promised that one of David's
descendants would always rule over Israel. Even Israel's greatest king, David, had hard
times during his rule—much of this book tells how he struggled to keep control of his
kingdom and his family.



1 Kings - The book of 1 Kings continues the history of Israel by telling about the rule of
wise King Solomon and the building of the temple in Jerusalem. After Solomon died,
Israel divided into two separate kingdoms: the north (Israel) and the south (Judah).This
book describes this division and the history of both kingdoms. This book also has stories
about the prophet Elijah.

2 Kings - Originally a part of 1 Kings, this book continues the history of the two kingdoms
of Israel and Judah. Eventually, both kingdoms were defeated by foreign nations (Assyria
and Babylonia) and their people were taken away as prisoners to live in other countries
(exile). This book also has stories about the prophet Elisha.

1 Chronicles - The books of 1 and 2 Chronicles repeat much of Israel's history told in 1
and 2 Kings—but from a different point of view. In them, David is the true hero of Israel,
and nothing negative is mentioned about him. The first book of Chronicles tells how he
chose Jerusalem as the capital city of Israel.

2 Chronicles - The book of 2 Chronicles continues the history of David's kingdom and
describes the rule of his son Solomon. A major difference from 2 Kings is that 2
Chronicles never mentions the northern kingdom of Israel or any of its kings; it focuses
only on the southern kingdom of Judah.

Ezra - Ezra begins where the book of 2 Kings ends: with the people of Israel living as
captives in Babylonia. The new ruler of the kingdom, King Cyrus of Persia, allowed these
people to return to their homelands and rebuild their cities and the temple in
Jerusalem. The book is named after Ezra the priest who taught the people how best to
obey God's law.

Nehemiah - Nehemiah was a servant in the palace of a Persian king. Nehemiah was later
appointed as a governor of Judah who returned to Jerusalem to oversee the rebuilding
of the city walls.

Esther - Esther was a Jewish woman who married a Persian king and so became the
Queen of Persia. She was able to use her important role to uncover a plan to destroy the
Jews living under the king's control. Esther proved her bravery by standing up to the
king and proving that his servant was behind this plan.

Job - Job was a rich man who was completely obedient to God. But over time he lost
everything that was important to him: his children, his animals, and his own health.
Friends tried to convince Job that he had done something to make God angry, but Job
refuses to believe them and claimed over and over that he is innocent. Finally, God
speaks directly to Job and reminds him of the awesome power and wisdom that only
God has.

Psalms - The book of Psalms is a collection of 150 prayers (or songs) to God. These
psalms were used long ago by the people of Israel to worship God in the temple and in
homes. The psalms are all different and reflect several human emotions—from joy to
sadness, from comfort to fear, from hope to despair.

Proverbs - Proverbs is a collection of wise sayings and good advice on how to live right
and obey God. Many of these are common sense lessons about life written by wise
teachers and rulers.



Ecclesiastes - The name Ecclesiastes means "the Preacher."The book is filled with his
thoughts about life, hard times, the joy of being young, and being obedient to God.
Song of Songs - The poems of this book were first spoken between two people who
were deeply in love. They have also been understood to describe God's love for the
people of Israel.

Isaiah - This book is named for Isaiah, a prophet in Israel around 740 B.C. He warned the
people about the need to obey God and promised them God's forgiveness. Isaiah also
encouraged the people to worship only God.

Jeremiah - The book of Jeremiah contains the messages of the prophet Jeremiah, a
prophet in Israel around 600 B.C. He warned the people about God's coming
punishment for their disobedience and told them to expect to be taken away as captives
(exile) by the foreign nation of Babylonia. Jeremiah also looked toward a happy future
for the people.

Lamentations - Five poems make up the book of Lamentations. These poems are sad
reflections on the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians. But it also talks about
God's unending love for the people of Israel.

Ezekiel - Ezekiel was a prophet who lived around 580 B.C., during the time that the
people of Israel had been forced to leave their homes and live as captives in Babylonia
(exile).This prophet had many words of hope and promise about Israel's future,
including a vision of a new temple in Jerusalem.

Daniel - Daniel was a young officer who served the kings of Babylonia and Persia. The
stories in this book describe Daniel's faith in God and how he remained obedient to
God's law even as a prisoner in Babylonia. Daniel also had visions about the future and
how God's people will one day defeat their enemies.

Hosea - Hosea was a prophet who lived in the northern kingdom of Israel around 725
B.C. Hosea accused the people of being unfaithful to God by worshiping foreign gods.
But he also said that God loved them and was ready to forgive them for being
disobedient.

Joel - Joel was a prophet who compared Israel's enemies to a swarm of plant-eating
locusts. He warned the people that these enemies would destroy their land if they
continued to be unfaithful to God.

Amos - Amos was a sheep farmer who was called to be one of God's prophets. Amos
reminded the people of Israel they were to be kind to everyone, not just to people like
them. Amos preached a lot about being especially kind to the poor and to the people
who are treated like slaves.

Obadiah - Obadiah was a prophet in Israel who predicted the defeat of Edom, a nation
to Israel's south. Edom refused to help Israel during a time of attack, so Obadiah spoke
against this foreign country and warned them about God's punishment.

Jonah - The book of Jonah tells the story of the prophet Jonah who refused to follow
God's direction about preaching to the people of Nineveh, the capital city of Assyria.
After Jonah ran away and hid on a ship, God used a large fish to teach the prophet about
God's forgiveness and love of all people.



Micah - Micah was a prophet who preached about the dangers of being rich and
forgetting about helping people who are poor. He told the people about the need to be
fair and honest, and promised them a future based on God's fairness.

Nahum - Nineveh was the capital city of Assyria, the foreign nation that defeated the
kingdom of Israel. The book of Nahum is named after the prophet Nahum, who
celebrated the defeat and fall of Nineveh.

Habakkuk - This book is a dialogue or conversation between God and the prophet
Habakkuk. The dialogue is about why some people suffer and others are so unfair. At
the end, Habakkuk praised God for always being fair and powerful.

Zephaniah - Zephaniah was a prophet who warned the people of Israel about a future
day when God would punish everyone who had been unfaithful to God and reward
those who remained loyal. Zephaniah encouraged the people to remain faithful so they
would be blessed.

Haggai - After the Jewish people were allowed to return to Judah from their captivity in
Babylonia (exile), the prophet Haggai encouraged them to rebuild the temple in
Jerusalem so that God would bless them with success.

Zechariah - Zechariah was a prophet who encouraged the people to rebuild the temple
after returning to Jerusalem. Zechariah promised them that God would help them if
they remained obedient to God. Zechariah also taught the people about a future time
when there would peace in all the nations.

Malachi - Malachi was a prophet who warned the people who had returned from
captivity in Babylonia (exile) about carefully obeying the laws God had given them long
ago. Malachi warned them about God's punishment if they chose to disobey these laws.

e Famous (and not-so-famous) Stories

O O O O O O 0O 0O O O O O

Adam and Eve — Genesis 3
Noah and the Ark — Genesis 6:9 — 8:22
Abraham and the four kings and Melchizedek — Genesis 4:13-24
Judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah — Genesis 19:1-29
Joseph’s dreams about ruling over his family — Genesis 37:5-10
Joseph’s coat of many colors — Genesis 37:3
Joseph flees from Potiphar’s wife — Genesis 39:1-23
Joseph, the cup bearer and the baker — Genesis 40:1-23
Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dreams — Genesis 41:1-40
Baby Moses in the basket — Exodus 2:1-10
Moses kills an Egyptian — Exodus 2:11
Moses and the burning bush — Exodus 3:1-21
Moses and the ten plagues of Egypt
=  Plague of blood — Exodus 7:14-24
=  Plague of Frogs — Exodus 7:25-8:14
= Plague of Gnats — Exodus 8:16-19
= Plague of Flies — Exodus 8:20-22
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=  Plague of Livestock — Exodus 9:1-7
=  Plague of Boils — Exodus 9:8-12
=  Plague of Hail — Exodus 9:13-35
=  Plague of Locusts — Exodus 10:1-20
=  Plague of Darkness — Exodus 10:21-29
=  Plague of the Firstborn — Exodus 11:1-10
The first Passover — Exodus 12:1-30
Moses and the parting of the Red Sea — Exodus 14:1-31
Moses and the Ten Commandments — Exodus 20:2—-17, Exodus 34:11-27, Deuteronomy
5:6-21
The story of the Golden Calf — Exodus 32:1-35
Manna and the quail in the desert — Exodus 16:1-36
Moses and the Water from the rock — Exodus 17:1-7, Numbers 20:1-13
Moses and the bronze serpent — Numbers 21:4-9
Joshua and the Battle of Jericho —Joshua 5:13 — 6:25
Balaam and the donkey — Numbers 22:1-41
Sampson kills 1000 philistines with a jaw bone — Judges 15:16
Sampson pulls down the temple of Dagon — Judges 16:23-30
Gideon — Judges 6:1- 7:21
Jephthah’s Daughter — Judges 11:30-40
Ehud the left handed Judge — Judges 3:12-30
David and Goliath — 1 Samuel 17:1-58
David’s mighty men — 2 Samuel 23:8-39
= Josheb-Basshebeth —killed 800 men in one encounter!
= Eleazar —the Israeli army retreated from him but he stood his ground. When the
Israelites returned, it was only to strip the soldiers he had slain
= Shammah — defended a field by himself after the Israeli army fled
=  Abishai - killed 300 men in one encounter
=  Benaiah —killed a lion in a pit on a snowy day
Solomon asks for wisdom — 1 Kings 3:1-15
The Queen of Sheba talks with Solomon — 1 Kings 10:1-13
The book of Job... just when you thought your life is crazy!
Elijah calls for a famine in Israel — 1 Kings 17:1
Elijah and the Window at Zarephath — 1 Kings 17:7-24
Elijah and the prophets of Bale — 1 Kings 18:16-45
Naaman Healed of Leprosy — 2 Kings 5:1-26
Elisha makes an ax head float — 2 Kings 6:1-6
Elisha’s servant’s eyes are opened — 2 Kings 6:17
Elijah is taken to heaven in a chariot — 2 Kings 2:11
Elisha “heals” the waters — 2 Kings 2:19-21
Elisha and the bear attacks — 2 Kings 2:23-25
Isaiah is naked and barefoot for 3 years — Isaiah 20:2-3
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Ezekiel order to cook over human dung — Ezekiel 4:9-13

Daniel and the writing on the wall — Daniel 5:1-31

Daniel and the lion’s den — Daniel 6:1-28

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and the fiery furnace — Daniel 3:1-3
Jonah and the big fish (that is not a whale © ) —Jonah 1:17

e Prophecies of the Messiah that are fulfilled in the New Testament

O
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Prophecy — Old Testament Reference(s) -> New Testament Reference(s)
Seed of a woman — Genesis 3:15 -> Galatians 4:4

Descendant of Abraham — Genesis 12:3 ->Matthew 1:1

Descendant of Isaac — Genesis 17:19 - > Luke 3:34

Descendant of Jacob — Numbers 24:17 - > Matthew 1:2

From the tribe of Judah — Genesis 49:10 -> Luke 3:33

Heir to the throne of David — Isaiah 9:7 - > Luke 1:32,33

Anointed and eternal — Psalms 45:6,7; 102:25-27 -> Hebrews 1:8-12
Born in Bethlehem - Micah 5:2 -> Luke 2:4,5,7

Time for his birth — Daniel 9:35 - > Luke 2:1,2

Born of a virgin — Isaiah 7:14 - > Luke 1:26, 27, 30, 31

Slaughter of the children — Jeremiah 31:15 - > Matthew 2:16-18
Flight to Egypt — Hosea 11:1 -> Matthew 2:14-15

The way prepared — Isaiah 40:3-5 -> Luke 3:3-6

Proceeded by a forerunner — Malachi 3:1 - > Luke 7:24, 27
Proceeded by Elijah — Malachi 4:5,6 - > Matthew 11:13-14

Declared the son of God — Psalm 2:7 -> Matthew 3:17

Galilean ministry — Isaiah 9:1,2 -> Matthew 4:13-16

Speaks in parables — Psalm 78:2-4 -> Matthew 13:34, 35

A prophet — Deuteronomy 18:15 -> Acts 3:20, 22

To bind up the broken hearted — Isaiah 61:1,2 -> Luke 4:18,19
Rejected by his own people, the Jews — Isaiah 53:3 -> John 1:11, Luke 23:18
Priest after the order of Melchizedek — Psalm 110:4 -> Hebrews 5:5,6
Triumphal entry — Zechariah 9:9 -> Matthew 11:7, 9, 11

Adored by infants — Psalms 8:2 -> Matthew 21:15, 16

Not believed — Isaiah 53:1 -> John 12:37, 38

Betrayed by a close friend — Psalms 41:9 -> Luke 22:47-48

Betrayed for thirty pieces of silver — Zechariah 11:12 -> Matthew 26:14-15
Accused by false witnesses — Psalms 35:11 -> Mark 14:57-58

Silent to accusations — Isaiah 53:7 -> Mark 15:4-5

Spat on and struck — Isaiah 50:6 -> Matthew 26:67

Hated without reason — Psalms 35:19 -> John 15:24-25

Victorious sacrifice — Isaiah 53:5 - > Romans 5:6,8

Crucified with malefactors — Isaiah 53:12 -> Mark 15:27 — 28

Pierced through hands and feet — Zechariah 12:10 -> John 20:27



Sneered and mocked — Psalms 22:7-8 -> Luke 23:35

Was reproached — Psalms 69:9 -> Romans 15:3

Prayer for his enemies — Psalms 109:4 — Like 23:34

Soldiers gambling for his clothing — Psalms 22:17-18 -> Matthew 27:35-36
Forsaken by God — Psalms 22:1 -> Matthew 27:46

No bones broken — Psalms 34:20 -> John 19:32-33, 36

His side pierced — Zechariah 12:10 -> John 19:34

Buried with the rich — Isaiah 53:9 -> Matthew 27:57-60

To be resurrected — Psalms 16:10, Psalms 49:15 -> Mark 16:6-7

His ascension to God’s right hand — Psalms 68:18 -> Mark 16:19, 1 Corinthians 15:4,
Ephesians 4:8

o 0O 0O O O 0O O O o ©o
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